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Ma&ical  Officer's  Section, 

Health  Department, 

Baghill  House, 

Walker  gate, 

Pontefract* 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1953* 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing 
with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing 
and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies,  is 
complementary  to  this  Report. 

For  your  information  certain  d  e tails  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PARE  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  .  SOCIAL _ CORPITIONS^ 

Area  of  the  District:  2,837  acres. 

Population,  mid-year,  Registrar— General*  s  estimate:  10,410 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1953:  3,132 

Rateable  value:  1953  -  £47,051.  1952  -  £45,209. 

Product  of  penny  rate:  1953:  £183.  12.  7.  1952  -  £183*  12*  7d. 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  280 
VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  figures  in.  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1952* 


Live  Births 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

.ue&itjjna  0 
Illegitimate 

i°5 /I 

86  (72)  ’ 

8  (  3) 

191  (I66jj 

To  tad. 

„ 

incesr 

94  (75 r 

205  "(173) 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  estimated 

po  pulat ion $  19  0  7 

(17.1) 

Percentage  of 

Illegitimate  live 

births:  6,82 

(4.04) 

Still  Mrih  s_C- 

Male. 

Female,. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

4  (,5\ 

7  (10) 

-  (-) 

Total 

3  (5) 

4  15; 

7  (10) 

Rate  per  1/300  (live  and  still  births):  33*01  (54.6 ) 

Rate  per  .1  ? 000  estimated  population:  *67  (.98) 


Deaths . 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

All  age  groups 

54  (54) 

30  (33) 

84  (87) 

Infants  under  1  yr„ 

MaLo^ 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2  3) 

2  (2) 

«  (i 

1  n 

Total. 

.2  (2; 

Maternal  Deaths. 

Nil. 

(NIL) 

Death  Rates o 


General  rate  per  1,000  population  8,1  (8.6) 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  19.7  (4O.5) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  20,94  (42.16) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ML  (NIL) 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  &  still!  n-;  <=?  attt,  (5,46) 
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The  number  of  births  is  32  more  than  last  year  and  the 
birth  rate  has  increased  from  17,1  to  19,7.  Deaths  have 
decreased  by  3*  The.  infant  mortality  rate  is  19.5. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table. 


TABLE  X. 


Cause  of  Death: 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

— 

3 

3 

!  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

3 

2 

5 

!  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

8 

2 

10 

!  Other  Heart  Diseases 

12 

7 

19 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

i  Bronchitis 

7 

2 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Dudenum 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

—  -1  •• 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

5  . 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

54 

30 

84 

Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths 
during  1953?  classified  into  age  groups. 

TABLE  II. 


1  .  • 

Cause  of  Death. 

_  _  . .  _  : 

Age  Groups 

- 

All  ages 
under  1  yr 

Under 
1.  ,wh. 

1-2 

whs 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

whs 

1-3 

mth 

-3-b 

mth 

mth 

-9-12 

mtha 

M.  ' 

P. 

T.  ' 

Gastro— enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

All  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospital  and  were  inward  transfers. 
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COMPARISON  OP  KNOIIINGLBY  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST 

RISING-  URBAN  -DISTRICTS,  THE  WEST  -RIDING  •  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

*4£3L§L(^%.^-- . —  - . .  ■ 


Mnott- . 

Aggregate 

West  Rid¬ 
ing  Urban 
Districts 

"West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

iingland  &  -  -  - 

Wales  (pro 
vi sional 
figures.) _ _ 

i 

1 

1 

I 

ingley 

Urban 

District 

BIRTH  RATE 

j  (per  1,000  estimated 
population) 

19.7 

15.4 

15.7 

15.5 

DEATH  RATE 
(per  1,000  estimated 
Population 

All  Causes* 

!  .  • .  -  -  - 

8.1 

12.5 

11.6 

11.4 

.....  .  ...... 

!  Infective  and  Para*  Dis. 

|  excl.  Tub.  but  incl* 

|  Syph.  and  other  V.D. 

! 

0.10 

0.09 

0.0  8 

* 

Tuberculosis 
i  Respiratory 

i 

! 

- 

0.17 

0.16 

0.18 

'  Tuberculosis 

I  Other 

i 

- 

0.02 

• 

0.02 

0.02 

;  Tuberculosis 
|  All  Eorms 

• 

0.19 

0.18 

. i 

0.20 

\ 

i 

-  -  -  -  - 

1  Cancer 

0.96 

1*99 

1.88 

1.99  , 

j 

1,76 

1  ,  1  ! 

* 

:  Vascular  Lesions  of 
|  the  nervous  system 

0.48 

1.96 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

3*17 

4.63 

4.26 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.63 

1.39 

1.30 

■* 

i 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births') 

- 

0.38 

0.51 

0.76 

Infant  Mortality 

19*5 

27.6 

29.3 

26.8 

:  Still  Births 
(per  1,000  live  and 
!  still  births) 

1 

33.0 

25.0 

24.7 

i 

22.4 

1 

j 

j 

*  figures  not  available • 
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PASS  TWO, 

PREVALENCE  OP  ARE  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

■,w-r:-T:,r  ■ - - 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  IV. 


■*  *  •  "  .  " 

Jan/ 

Mar 

Apr/ 

Jun- 

Jul/ 

Sep 

ooV 

Dec 

Total 

Deaths 

No.  of  cases 
admitted  to 

Scarlet  Pever 

15 

1 

3 

2 

21 

— 

19 

Measles 

54 

139 

16 

3 

212 

- 

mm 

Pneumonia 

16 

2 

2 

7 

27 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

15 

21 

40 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

WM» 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  comment. 


Scarlet  Pever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  during.the 
year  show  a  decrease  on  those  for  last  year  from  52  to  21. 
Cases,  on  the  whole  are  mild  in  character. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  75 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  6  children  over 
the  age  of  five  years  received  a. full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  addition  25  children 
received  a  reinforcing  injection. 


The  need  for  immunisation  remains  as  great  as  ever, 
if  this  killing  disease  is  to  be  kept  at  bay. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABLE  V. 


'Rubber  of  Cases  in 
Register: 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Non— Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Total 
in  Reg.  1 

!  At  the  commencement  of 
1953 

23 

! 

16 

7 

17 

-  -  .j 

63 

j  Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1953 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Transfers 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Removed  during  1953 

2 

4 

3 

4 

13 

At  the  end  of  1953 

27 

14 

6 

i  14 

61 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  YI. 


i  Entries  relating  to:— 

Respiratory  j 

M.  P. 

Non-Re spir at  or  y 

M.  P. 

- - - 1 

Total.  "I 
.  i 

Persons  who  have  died 

— 

1 

- 

t 

j 

I 

Persons  who  have  left 
the  district 

1 

1 

_» 

— 

2 

*  Persons  -  recovered 

- 

2 

3 

4 

9 

Revision  of  diagnosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

. 

2 

4 

3 

4 

!  1  rrJ 

LHi 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  . 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 

TABLE  VII. 


r.  - . : 

.TOT  '  "C'A,® 

:Tras!as — 

j  Age  Periods 

i 

-Respiratory 
M..  P. 

Non-Re sp. 

M.  P. 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

•Non-R 

M. 

esp.  • 
P, 

i  .  '  . . 

j  Under  5 

1 

VM# 

!  Under  15 

_ 

_ 

l 

— , 

Under  25 

1 

Under  35 

i 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Under  45 

1 

— 

1 

Mt 

— 

— 

Under  55 

IN 

M 

— 

Under  65 

1 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

•M* 

— 

1 

— 

— 

L^J 

2 

l 

1 

1 

-  -  j 

"  J 
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PARI  T  H  R  B  B 

KA-TFRHITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare  Clinios  were  hold 
throughout  the  year  as  follows. 

Child  Welfare  Glinic s . 


Chapel  Street,  Knot tingle y.  Monday  at  1.30  p.m. 

Average  attendance  48  children. 

Wesleyan.  Chapel,  Fisher gate,  Ferrybridge.  Wednesday  at 
1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  46  children. 

Ante-ratal  C linics^ 


Chapel  Street,  Knottingley.  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  and  2nd 
and  4th  Tuesday,  at  I.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  13  mothers. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Fishergate,  Ferrybridge.  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday,  at  1.30  p*m.  Average  attendance  12  mothers. 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases),  to  all  women 

attending  the  clinics. 


Ostermilk  (Mos.  1  and  2) 

Trufood 

Cow  &  Gate 

Oval tine 

Glucose  6D’ 

Horlicks-  - 
Roboleine 
Mal.toline 
Chocolate  Milk 


Virol 

Farex 

Scotts  Baby  Cereal 

Robinson* s  Groats 
Colact 

Bovril  Weaning  Food 

Lactagol 

Cerex 

Rose  Hip  Syrup 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  oharget~ 

I.C.L.  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
A  &  1  Liquid 
Vitamin  rC*  Tablets 
—  .**• 

Luring  the  year  30  women  were  sent  to  Walton  Hall 
Maternity  Home,  Wakefield;  12  to  Manygates  Maternity  HospitcjL  , 
Wakefield?  22- to  Leeds  maternity  Hospital;  1  to  Fairfield 
Maternity  Home,  Doncaster;  11  to  Castleford  Maternity  Home 
and  4  to  Wakefield  General  Hospital. 

For  domiciliary  confinements  there  were  three  midwives 

in  operation,  all  of  whom  possess  cars. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  welcomed  by  the  mothers, 
together  with  the  analgesic  drug  pethidine. 


The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1953» 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the 
various  maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 
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No.  of  "births  occurring  in  the  district  during  19 53. 

Live  Births.  Still-births. 


1.  Domiciliary.  -  -  -  -125  -  —  -  - 1  1 


2.  Outward  Transfers.  —  - 

3.  Inward  Transfers.  82  7 


Total  No.  of  births  207  8 


Inward  Transfers. 

Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Wakefield.  30 

Wakefield  G-eneral  Hospital.  4 

Manygates  Maternity  Hospital,  Wakefield.  12 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital.  22 

Fairfield  Maternity  Home,  Doncaster  1 

Castleford  Maternity  Home,  11 

-80  * 


Total. 

126-  - 


89 


215 


Care  of  the  Premature  Infant. 


12  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made  and  help  given  as 
required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between 
hospitals  and  Authorities. 

A  special  cot  and  other  equipment  is  held  in  the 
ambulance  depot  at  Castleford  and  is  instantly  available  on  call 
by  a  general  practitioner  or  midwife.  The  equipment  is  carried 
to  the  patient* s  house  by  ambulance.  In  addition  the  services 
of  a  specially- trained  midwife  are  available. 


PART  FOUR. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
the  Knottingley  schools  during  the  year. 

A  clinic  session  for  consultation  with  the  School  Medical 
Officer  was  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  Knottingley  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Monday  at  10  a.m.  The  average  attendance 
for  this  session  was  17. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  School 
Nurse,  were  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  Knottingley,  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  at  10  a.m. ,  the  average  attendance  per  day 
being  7;  and  at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Fishergate,  Ferrybridge 
on  Wednesday  at  10  a.m.,  the  average  attendance  per  day  being  7? 

Specialist  consultations  are  held  in  Pontefract  for 
Orthopaedic  Cases  (held  monthly),  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases 
(held  fortnightly,  and  ophthalmic  cases  (held  weekly). 

The  demand  for  all  these  clinics  is  great,  and  in 
spite  of  every  effort  the  waiting  list  grows  steadily  larger. 

PAR  T  FIVE. 


HOME  NURSING-. 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  been 
maintained  during  the  year.  In  the  divisional  area  19,218 
visits  have  been  made  to  patients. 
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PARI  SIX, 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARS 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year,  A  Health  Visitor  for  Pontefract  has  visited  the 
Pontefract  General  Infirmary  daily,  and  by  maintaining  close 
co-operation  with  her  colleagues  in  Knottingley,  she  has  been 
able  on  the  one  hand  to  furnish  background  histories  of  patients 
where  such  information  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand 
she  has  given  early  information  of  the  discharge  of  patients 
from  hospital  whom  the  personal  health  services  might  assist* 

( 

Home  Helps* 

The  demand  for  this  service  has  steadily  increased  and 
even  with  the  increased  establishment  of  Home  Helps  now  permitted, 
it  is  proving  difficult  to  oope  with  the  demand. 

PARI  SEVER* 


MENIAL  HEALTH* 

Mental  Health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub— Committee  of 
the  County  Council*  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract*  He  is  Mr.  R*S*H*  Battye,  of 
27  Grove  Lea  Crescent,  Pontefract*  His  telephone  number  is 
Pontefract  813*  We  have  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social  Worker, 
Miss  E.I.  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

PARI  E  I  G  H  I* 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES* 


The  Ambulance  Service  in  the  district  is  now  operated  by 
the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer. 
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Public  Health  Dept., 


Town  Hall, 

KNOTTINGLEY. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  he  able  to  present  to  you  my 
seventh  annual  report  with  your  Authority. 

Once  again,  as  in  previous  years,  the  accent  has 
been  on  housing.  The  Council  are  progressing  well  in  the 
erection  of  new  houses.  For  the  first  time  we  have  erected 
two  bedroom  flats,  a  bold  venture  in  a  district  where  a  flat 
is  an  ''unknown  quantity".  Existing  houses,  many  of  which 
were  built  in  the  Victorian  era,  are  shov/ing  signs  of  senile 
decay.  Owing  to  very  low  rentals  the  owners  are  finding  it 
difficult  to  do  anything  other  than  to  keep  them  weatherproof. 

Although  work  undertaken  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
largely  routine  and  unspectacular,  taken  for  granted  by  the 
public  and  more  often  than  not  misunderstood  by  them,  I  do 
think  that  the  absence  of  the  grosser  insanitary  conditions 
which  were  commonplace  in  "grandma’s  day",  is  evidence  that 
the  work  has  helped  to  improve  the  general  well  being  of  the 
public. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
Members  and  Officials  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  my  task  an 
easier  one. 

The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various 
headings  are  as  follows Jt 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

1 •  General  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Altogether  317  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year.  During  the  year  91  Informal  Notices  were 
served  and  11  Statutory  Notices.  At  the  end  of  the  year  22 
Informal  Notices  and  4  Statutory  Notices  were  outstanding.  At 
no  time  during  the  year  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings. 

In  many  parts  of  the  district  the  drainage  systems 
are  of  a  poor  standard,  probably  in  keeping  with  the  premises 
they  serve.  Numerous  instances  of  blocked  and  defective 
drains  are  encountered  and  the  real  remedy  appears  to  be  in 
the  complete  overhaul  of  such  systems.  There  are  approximately 
40  houses  in  the  district  which  are  not  sewered. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  nuisances  did  arise 
at  the  Railway  Sidings,  England  Lane,  Knottingley,  due  to  the 
escape  of  noxious  fumes  when  Oleum  was  being  discharged  from 
road  tankers  into  railway  tankers.  Inspections  and  discussions 
took  place  with  the  firm  concerned  and  the  Alkali  Inspector. 
Various  midifications  in  plant  were  carried  out  until  the 
problem  was  overcome. 

Complaints  which  have  necessitated  informal  or  formal 
action  are  classified  as  follows  and  although  these  are  shown 
as  individual  items  the  action  taken  in  the  majority  of  cases 
incorporated  a  few  items  which  occurred  on  the  same  premises 


Defective  sink  waste  pipes  .  .....  7 

Choked  drains . .  26 

Defective  drains  .  2 
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Defective  covers  to  inspection  chambers  ......  3 

Defective  ashpits  .  1 

Defective  dustbins  .  ...  13 

Defective  sinks  ........  18 

Defective  waterclosets . 13 

Defective  ovens  and  flues  . . 14 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  .......  166 

Defective  roofs  .......  29 

Defective  sash  cords  .......  15 

Defective  eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  .  20 

Water  in  cellars  . . . . 

Defective  steps  .  .......  12 

Defective  floors . .  36 

Defective  doors . 4 

Defective  cooking  ranges  ...  12 

Damp  walls . .  *  ,  22 

Defective  windows . 55 

Accumulations  and  other  nuisances  .  17 


Total  485 


2.  Water  Supplies 

There  are  only  approximately  ten  houses  which  are  not 
served  by  the  public  supply,  out  of  a  total  of  3>132  houses  in 
the  district.  As  yet  the  position,  with  regard  to  the  provision 
of  hot  water  facilities,  has  not  improved  in  privately  owned 
houses.  This  very  necessary  amenity  is  not,  unfortunately, 
enjoyed  by  a  large  number  of  townspeople  and  I  look  forward  to 
the  day  when  such  supply  will  be  a  ’must'  in  all  houses. 

The  public  supply,  still  obtained  in  bulk  from 
Pontefract  Borough  Council,  both  from  a  direct  pumping  main 
supplying  the  Womersley  Road  area  and  a  gravity  feed  from  the 
Council’s  water  tower  has,  on  the  whole,  been  plentiful  and 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  14  samples  were  obtained  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  of  these  8  were  satisfactory  and 
6  unsatisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  ones  were  due  to  a  fault 
in  the  supply  to  the  Synthetic  Chemical  works,  whereby  water 
obtained  by  the  works  for  plant  processes  forced  its  way  into 
our  main  and  contaminated  it.  This  fault  was  quickly  discovered 
and  dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

3.  Rodent  Control 

One  man  is  employed  part  time  on  this  work  and  carries 
out  his  duties  as  well  as  can  be  expected.  Complaints  are  being 
dealt  with  quickly  and  efficiently,  though  it  is  not  possible  to 
spend  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  detection  of  rodent  infestation. 
Fortunately,  in  this  district,  there  are  few  places  which 
encourage  rats  in  large  numbers  and  of  the  ones  which  do  not 
employ  a  Servicing  Company  to  treat  them  I  have  found  our  own 
service  to  be  called  upon  and  appreciated. 


In  May  a  10fo  test,  covering  16  manholes,  was  carried 
out.  This  showed  that  the  majority  of  the  sewerage  system  in 
the  district  was  free  from  infestation.  Following  this  a 
full  treatment,  covering  30  manholes,  was  carried  out  in  those 
areas  where  ’takes’  had  been  recorded  during  the  10%  test. 

Only  8  manholes  of  the  30  showed  any  prebait  takes  and  of  these 
only  3  showed  complete  takes.  In  view  of  this  very 
satisfactory  result  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  for  us  to  carry  out  a  further 
maintenance  treatment  later  in  the  year. 
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The  following  table  represents  the  number  of 
infestations  which  have  had  to  be  dealt  with,  showing  the 
number  of  treatments  necessary  to  erase  the  infestation: - 


|  Degree  of 

Infestation 

Infestations 

Cleared 

No.  of  infestations 
cleared  after  1 ,  2, 
3  or  4  treatments 

Total  No. 
of  treat¬ 
ments 

1 

2 

3 

4 

given 

RESERVOIR  (Rat 
population 
over  200) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

MAJOR  (2C-200) 

8 

5 

1 

2 

NIL 

13 

MINOR  (under  20) 

34 

19 

10 

4 

1 

55 

TOTALS 

42 

24 

11 

6 

1 

68 

The  Council’s  properties,  which  are  probably  the  main 
centres  of  infestation,  are  treated  regularly,  I  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  an  entirely  rat  free  premises  but 
with  the  treatments  given  the  colonies  are  at  least  kept  to  a 
minimum. 


4.  Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 

During  the  year  42  inspections  were  made  to  factories 
in  the  area.  In  no  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  even 
informal  action. 


There  are  now  36  factories  on  the  register  in  which 
Section  7  of  the  Factories  Act  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  7  factories  on  the  register  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3»  4  and  6  are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority, 

Only  6  visits  were  made  to  Shops  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1950.  In  no  cases  were  there  any  contraventions  of  the 
Act.  It  may  be  possible,  in  time,  to  make  a  fuller  inspection 
of  the  shops  in  the  district  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  that 
all  shops  are  in  keeping  with  the  desired  standards. 

5.  Disinfestation 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year  of  infestations  of  ants.  These  small,  elusive  creatures, 
appear  to  thrive  on  the  atmosphere  of  our  district  and  also 
seem  to  have  a  particular  fancy  to  become  'tenants’  of  our 
Council  houses.  Fortunately  we  have  been  fairly  succesful 
in  all  cases,  due  to  the  help  of  the  recognised  tenants  and 
the  efficiency  of  modern  insecticides. 


Infestations  of  cockroaches  and  bed  bugs  have  been 
easier  to  deal. with  but  more  costlier  to  do  so.  In  quite  a 
few  cases  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  take  up  portions  of 
the  floor,  remove  skirting  boards  and  fireside  jambs  but  once 
done  the  death  warrant  of  the  unwelcome  intruders  has  been 
signed. 


6.  Public  Cleansing 
(a)  Collection  of  Refuse 


As  none  of  the  refuse  collected  in  this  area  is  v/eighed 
before  disposal  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  give  any  reliable 
figures  relating  the  cost  of  the  service  to  the  work  done.  I 
should  estimate  however  that  approximately  16  tons  of  refuse  is 
collected  daily,  which  would  give  a  total  yearly  tonnage  of 
4,176  tons. 
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The  total  cost  of  the  Scavenging  Service,  hoth 
collection  and  disposal,  was  £3,765  12s,  5d.  for  the  year, 

this  gives  a  figure  of  approximately  18/-  per  ton  of  refuse 
collected  and  disposed  of. 

This  side  of  the  service  is  extremely  efficient  and 
very  little  complaint  is  ever  made  of  its  services.  Complaints 
are  made  hy  some  traders  however,  who  have  large  amounts  of 
cartons  and  other  trade  waste  to  dispose  of,  that  this  work 
should  he  done  hy  the  Local  Authority.  The  Council  could  give 
some  thought  to  this  matter,  hut  it  could  not  he  done  hy  the 
present  staff.  Furthermore  such  refuse  does  not  constitute 
''household  refuse"  and  a  charge  should  he  made  if  such  a  service 
were  instituted. 

(h)  Disposal  of  Refuse 

All  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  hy  semi-controlled 
tipping  because  it  is  not  possible,  with  only  one  tip  attendant 
and  no  mechanical  aid,  to  control  efficiently  the  amount  of 
refuse  we  deal  with.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  disposal  of 
refuse  should  not  he  taken  for  granted  and  that  the  Council  would 
he  well  advised  to  consider  the  whole  matter  very  carefully, 
realising  that  to  do  the  work  efficiently  means  more  expenditure. 
I  estimate  that  of  the  18/-d.  per  ton  it  costs  to  collect  and 
dispose  of  refuse  in  this  area  only  2/6  per  ton  of  that  amount 
is  spent  in  disposal.  This  is  a  very  low  figure  compared  with 
other  Authorities.  During  the  year  23  tons  12  cwts.  of  scrap 
metal  was  segregated  from  the  tip  and  disposed  of  at  30/  per  ton. 
This  income  of  £35  8s.  Od.  should  he  set  off  against  the  2/6 

per  ton  cost  of  disposal. 

(c)  Collection  of  Cesspools 

During  the  year  the  Council  obtained  a  new  Austin  5 
ton  Cesspool/ Gulley  Emptier.  The  provision  of  this  vehicle  has 
ensured  an  excellent  service  for  those  properties  still  using 
cesspools.  Complaints,  which  used  to  he  frequent  due  to 
mechanical  breakdowns,  are  now  unknown.  The  service  is  a  more 
frequent  one  than  in  the  past. 

Not  only  has  this  vehicle  dealt  with  cesspools  hut 
also  with  flushing  of  sewers,  emptying  and  flushing  of  road 
gullies,  emptying  the  settlement  tanks  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  dealing  with  various  other  pumping  and  flushing  work. 

In  my  opinion  it  has  proved  itself  to  he  a  great  asset  to  the 
Council,  hoth  in  the  saving  of  money  and  the  greater  efficiency, 
the  latter  resulting  of  course  in  a  greater  benefit  to  the  public 
health  of  the  district. 

HOUSING 

1 •  General  Remarks 

Once  again  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
houses  built  during  the  year.  The  figures  are  as  follows :- 


1251  1252 

By  the  Council .  137  95 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  19  8 


Totals  158  103 


The  'Points  Scheme',  under  which  Council  Houses  are 
allocated,  is  now  running  quite  smoothly  and  the  worst  cases  have, 
to  my  mind,  been  dealt  with.  One  point  however  that  the  Housing 
Management  Committee  will  have  to  hear  in  mind  is  that  the  two 
bedroom  accommodation  is  practically  exhausted.  Once  this  is  done 
some  provision  will  have  to  he .made  for  the  smaller  families. 
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The  erection  of  two  "bedroom  flats  in  the  district  has 
"been  a  great  help  "but  one  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  should 
"be  some  limit  as  to  the  number  of  these  type  of  dwellings, 
especially  in  a  district  where  flats  are  somewhat  of  an 
experiment, . 

With  regard  to  the  Public  Health  aspect  of  housing, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  this  work  has  progressed  fairly 
satisfactorily.  Labour  and  materials  are  now  in  better  supply 
and  owners  of  the  better  type  house  not  quite  so  reluctant  to 
carry  out  repairs.  Still  very  few  owners  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1949>  in  order  to  improve  their  properties, 
which  is  unfortunate  because  many  properties  could  be  brought 
up  to  comparable  standard  with  Council  houses  and  so  relieve  the 
housing  situation  in  the  district.  The  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Bill  which  is  receiving  the  consideration  of  Parliament 
may  be  the  answer  to  the  problem, 

2,  Repairs  and  Maintenance 

During  the  year  101  houses  were  inspected  for  housing 
defects.  This  involved  21+0  separate  inspections.  Of  these 
101  houses,  33  were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In 

68  cases  the  houses  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  63  of  which  were  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action.  In  four  cases  Statutory 
action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  and  in  one  case 
Statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
before  the  necessary  repairs  were  effected. 

During  the  year  eight  dwelling  houses  were  demolished 
as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders.  Twenty  one  representations 
were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  resulting 
in  the  Council  making  sixteen  Demolition  Orders.  In  twelve 
cases  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

3.  Overcrowding 

It  is  estimated  that  89  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
relieved  during  the  year  compared  with  33  new  cases  reported. 

It  is  estimated  that  339  people  thus  benefited  by  this  relief. 
According  to  available  information  there  were  158  dwellings 
overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  estimates  are  only 
very  approximate  as  no  overcrowding  survey  has  been  made  since 
1936. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

1.  Milk 


We  now  have  22  retail  milk  dealers  registered  who, 
between  them,  hold  8  Dealers  licences  and  7  Supplementary 
licences  for  Pasteurised  milk,  15  Dealers  and  2  Supplementary 
licences  for  Sterilised  milk. 

During  the  year  37  inspections  were  made  of  the 
retailers  premises. 

2.  Ice-Cream 

There  are  now  18  Retailers  and  one  Producer-retailer 
who  are  registered  with  this  Authority.  Twenty  one  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year,  most  of  them  to  the  Producer- 
retailer.  In  no  case  did  a  sample  fall  below  Grade  1. 

The  Producer-retailer  has  had  up  to  date  equipment 
installed  and  this  a  vast  improvement  upon  his  previous  methods. 
At  all  times  during  my  inspections  I  have  found  the  premises 
and  manufacture  to  be  satisfactory. 
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3.  Meat 


r 


The  position  with  regard  to  this  commodity  remains 
the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  meat,  killed  at  Pontefract, 
is  distributed  from  the  depot  in  Chapel  Street.  The  day  does 
not  appear  far  distant  though  when  meat  will  he  derationed  and 
the  Local  Authority  will  he  faced  with  the  problem  of  ensuring 
that  the  slaughterhouses  in  its  district  are  both  adequate  and 
satisfactory  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

The  one  and  only  licenced  horse  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  is  practically  redundant  as  only  one  horse  was 
slaughtered  during  the  year. 

4.  Other  Foods 

Many  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  examining  foodstuffs.  These  inspections 
resulted  in  approximately  4  cwt.  7  lbs.  of  foodstuff  being 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  majority  of 
commodities  are  now  being  efficiently  wrapped  for  sale.  Only 
too  frequently  did  one  see  unwrapped  articles  exposed  to  all 
kinds  of  contamination  and  although  it  may  be  argued  that  such 
commodities  were  not  a  good  medium  for  the  growth  of  bacteria 
the  danger  should  not  be  ruled  out  entirely.  It  would  be  as 
well  if  all  food  shops  were  limited  to  the  sale  of  prepacked 
commodities, 

5.  Food  Premises 

A  total  of  101  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
various  premises  dealing  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  food. 
Unfortunately  this  is  a  small  number  of  inspections  in  a 
district  like  ours  but  work  in  some  fields  is  naturally 
limited  by  call  of  duty  in  other  fields. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  food  is  handled  in  an  hygienic 
mozm&T ' but  stricter  supervision  is  necessary  to  ensure  the 
efficient  and  clean  handling  of  food  to  which  the  public  are 
entitled^ 

I  still  look  forward  to  the  day  when  refrigeration  will 
not  be  looked  upon  as  an  expensive  luxury  and  all  food  traders 
will  be  even  displaying  their  goods  in  refrigerated  display 
cabinets. 

CANAL  BOATS 

Only  one  new  canal  boat  has  been  registered  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  69  on  the  Register.  Six  inspections 
of  canal  boats  were  made  and  in  all  cases  everything  proved 
satisfactory. 

Statement  of  Particulars  furnished 
pursuant  to  Article  1 8  of  the  Sanitary 

Officers  “(Outside  London)  Regulations, 

im- 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  writer  during  19531- 
Nature  Number 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Movable  dwellings  and  sites  ....*.  13 

Offensive  trades .  6 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  (cont. ) 


Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  Inspections  .  162 

Other  Inspections . 155 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations  .  7 

Visits  to  boiler  plants .  0 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  -  Council  3 

Private  .  2 

Other  premises  or  articles  ••••..  0 


Infectious  disease,  etc.  Enquiries  ....  35 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 

Nuisances  -  not  statutory  - 


Initial  inspections  .  69 

Other  inspections.  .  132 

Other  Sanitary  Defects: 

Initial  inspections  .  22 

Other  inspections.  .  48 


Factories  Act,  1937. 


Inspections  for  Sanitary  Conditions: 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .....  31 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  •  •  •  •  11 

Inspections  for  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  0 

Shops  Act,  1954. 

Total  shops  visited.  . . 31 

Inspections  made . 49 


Housing  Act,  1936. 


Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  .....  240 

Houses  inspected . .  101 

Inspections  for  compliance  with  notices  .  •  87 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations  . .  89 

Council  Housing: 

Visits  to  tenants  of  Council  Houses  to 

ascertain  home  conditions  .  2 

Miscellaneous  enquiries.  ...••••  249 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1938. 

Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  depot  and  slaughterhouses.  ...  9 

Visits  to  shops  etc.  for  meat  inspection  •  •  3 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigation  of  production  methods.  ...  0 

Investigation  of  distribution  methods  ...  37 

Ice-Cream: 

Investigations  regarding  manufacture  ...  15 

Investigations  regarding  retailing  ....  6 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops  etc.  for  food  inspection  •  .  98 

Food  premises  Inspections: 

Cowsheds .  0 

Dairies  . . ..•••  18 

Rooms  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  Sec.  13  •  •  •  153 

Knackers  Yard  Inspections  •  6 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Inspections  of  premises  .  ••...66 

Inspections  during  treatments  .  .  .  63 


Miscellaneous  Inspections, 


Schools  .  .......  4 

Refuse  tips . ....49 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  .  12 


Number  of  Notices 

Served 

and 

the  Result  of  Service 

No.  of  informal 
notices 

No. 

of  statutory 
notices 

Not 

complied 

with 

CM 

in 

cn 

Total  of  G  and  H 

•p 

rH 

dd 
•H  cd 

<p 

•  CD 
<?d 

• 

>5 

P 

CD 

0 

O 

d 

0 

d 

O 

Outstanding  at  the 

end  of  1953. 

Act  &  Section 

concerned. 

CM 

m 

b0O3 

d  V- 

H 

-d  E 
C  0 
cd  Im 

CO 

p 

0 

D 

Served  in  1953* 

1 - 

Total  of  A  and  B 

0 

-p 

•H 

fe. 

p> 

d 

cd 

•H 

H 

§ 

0 

[Statutory  Notices 
served  in  1 953 

j  Outstanding  at 

f  the  end  of  1953- 

V“ 

£ 

0 

!h 

<+H 

hO 

•H 

d 

a 

cd 

-p 

CO 

-p 

d 

O 

!  Served  in  1953 

Complied  with 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

Public  Health 

Act,  1 $36. 

8 

91 

99 

77 

11 

11 

1 1 

1  1 

7 

4 

Housing  Act, 

8 

1936. 

38 

45 

83 

52 

7 

! 

24 

1 

32 

33 

25 

I 

Factories  Act, 
1937. 

Department 

The  staff  no w  comprises  of  myself  and  a  full  time 
shorthand/  typist/ clerk. 


Augusts,  1  954. 


I  am.  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  WHITELEY,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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